Non-Deponency in Greek Deponent Verbs
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Unlike English or German, Greek requires no auxiliary verb and no past participle in
order to form the passive voice. It requires merely a suffix attached to the verb. In the
passive voice, the verb replaces the active voice suffix with the passive voice suffix
(PA-morphology), as can be seen in (1). Exactly the same verbal suffix can be found
in many verbs in Greek (over 600 verbs), in which its function is clearly not the
passive voice function, see examples in (2-3).

(1) Toxeipevo  petagpd- 6TNKE and tov Kooto. (passive voice)
to kimeno metafrastike apo ton Kosta

'"The text was translated by Kostas.'

(2) O Kootag ayOVi- 6TNKE Yo TN dNpoKpOTiaL. (deponent verb)
o Kostas ayonistike Yia ti imokratia
"Kostas fought for the democracy."

(3) O Kowotag QTEPVI- OTNKE. (deponent verb)
o Kostas fternistike
"Kostas sneezed."

The definition of deponents within the traditional grammar can be summarized in
three points, as shown in (4). However, nothing is said about when and why
deponent verbs are supposed to have laid aside their AA-morphology. It is speculated
that discarding of their AA-morphology has occurred at some point in time for
unknown reasons - perhaps because such phenomena are often unexplainable in the
natural development of languages.

(4) (a) Deponents had an AA-morphology with an X-meaning at some point in time.
(b) Deponents have laid aside their AA-morphology, and taken the
PA-morphology, but they have kept the X-meaning of their AA-structure.
(c) Deponents have an active meaning despite their PA-morphology.

This paper disputes all these three points and shows clearly that:

(I) Novel deponent verbs have appeared throughout the history of the Greek
language, and they are still appearing in modern Greek: (a) Deponents appearing
in the ancient Greek period, e.g. efchome 'wish', enantionome 'oppose, be
against', (b) Deponents appearing in the medieval period, e.g. astievome Jjoke',
echtrevome 'be at enmity’, and (c¢) Deponents appearing in the modern Greek
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period, e.g. androkratume 'be dominated, ruled by men', ekmistirevome 'confide
in'. This fact lies in opposition to the assumption of the traditional grammar that
deponents lost their AA-morphology at some point in time. Rather, the fact that
novel deponent verbs have repeatedly appeared in the three main periods of the
Greek language suggests a systematic production of these verbs.

(I) The examination of eight dictionaries indicates that many verbs which are
reported as deponents in the modern Greek period, are reported to have together
with their PA-structure an AA-structure as well, either in Ancient Greek or in
medieval period. For example, while the verbs agalome ‘exult, rejoice’ and
aminome 'defend’ are in modern Greek deponent verbs, they were no deponents
in ancient or medieval Greek period. We conclude that today's deponents are in
fact verbs which had both AA- and PA-structures in an earlier period of the
Greek language. Furthermore, we found out that each of these structures was
associated with a different meaning to each other. We are thus entitled to
assume that what was discarded was not only the AA-morphology of the
deponents but also the meaning associated with this AA-morphology.
Therefore, we conclude that there must have been a reason why one of the once
two possible meanings was discarded, and why a specific meaning, i.e. the one
expressed by the PA-morphology, has survived.

(IIT) The assumption that deponents have an AA-structure can be supported not only
by historical evidence, but also by evidence from the synchrony. Three different
dictionaries and one monograph disagree on whether many verbs of modern
Greek are deponents. For example, while the dictionary of lordanidou lists the
verbs aneksartopioume 'become independent' and apagkistronome 'become
unhooked, escape' under the deponent verbs (i.e. no active counterpart is given
for these verbs), the dictionary of Triantafyllidi reports an active voice
counterpart for these verbs. Again, the AA-structure is reported by a different
meaning from this reported for the PA-structure.

(IV) The assumption of the traditional grammar that deponents have an active
meaning despite their passive morphology is not correct either. There are many
different meanings representing the deponent verbs, even a passive meaning:
(a) active meaning, e.g. agonizome 'fight', aminome 'defend', (b) experiencer
meaning, e.g. fofame 'be afraid’, sichenome 'abhor, be disgusted', (c) spontaneous
event meaning, e.g. ginome 'be born, become, happen’, enilikionome 'become an
adult', (d) stative meaning, e.g. paravriskome 'be at', ime 'be’, (e) passive like
meaning, e.g. ipositizome 'be underfed’, androkratume 'be dominated by men', (f)
reflexive/ reciprocal meaning, e.g. sinagonizome 'compete’, sinennoume 'come to
an understanding’.



It should be clear by now that many deponents verbs had some time or still have a
counterpart with the AA-morphology but its meaning is not used anymore or it is not
accepted by all speakers of our days. If we now compare these forms to each other,
i.e. the meaning of the PA-morphology with the meaning of the PA-morphology, we
come to a very interesting conclusion: the meaning associated with the PA-
morphology can be analyzed as a STATE or an ACTIVITY or an ACHIEVEMENT
verb but never as an ACCOMPLISHMENT verb (the verbal categorization in states,
activities, achievements and accomplishments is according to Vendler 1967 and
Dowty 1979). Furthermore, the meaning associated with the AA-morphology is
always an ACCOMPLISHMENT, but never an ACHIEVMENT or an ACTIVITY or
a STATE, as can be seen in the following examples:

(5) (a) AA-structure: ektrachilizo 'make sb. run riot, wild'
[x CAUSE (BECOME (BE:iouwiia (V)]
(b) PA-structure: ektrachilizome 'run riot, wild'
[X BECOME (BEriot/ wild]

(6) (a) AA-structure: epofelo 'make sb. have profit from sth., help'
[x CAUSE (BECOME (BE possrofit (V)]
(b) PA-structure: epofeloume "profit’
[x BECOME (BE poss Zpofit |

(8) (a) AA-structure: aresko 'make good, please sb.'
[x CAUSE (BECOME (BE,cased (¥)))]
(b) PA-structure: areskome 'be pleased'
[X BEpleased]

(9) (a) AA-structure: diamartiro 'testify, depose as witness'
[(X DO acting as witness )€ CAUSE (BECOME (BE (yspeecny 1s evidence)))]
(b) PA-structure: diamartirome 'protest'
[X DO acting as witness]

This examination has shown that the two structures underlie a systematic
relationship: whatever the meaning of the PA-structure is (certainly not a causative
meaning), the corresponding AA-structure has always a causative meaning.
Furthermore, the two structures, AA- and PA-structure, are not only structurally but
also semantically related to each other. The AA-structure is not only structurally a
more complex structure than the PA-structure (since it is always a causative
structure) but it also semantically embeds the same semantic component with the
PA-structure. Therefore, we conclude that the function of the PA-morphology in
these AA/PA alternations (i.e. the deponent verbs and their active voice counterparts)
is to select a (sub)event out of a more complex event structure. This can be
paraphrased in that the PA-morphology in deponent verbs has a decausativisation
function. More specifically, the PA-morphology can reduce the lexical aspect of a



causative accomplishment verb to either an achievement or an activity or a state
verb. The following figure illustrates this analysis:

Accomplishment
CAUS/E\
Activity
DO Achievement
by PA-morphology /\
BECOME State
A |
by PA-morphology
BE
A

by PA-morphology
Bibliography

Andriotis, N. P. (1990) (1951). Etimologiko lexico tis kinis Neoelinikis.
[Etymological dictionary of Greek]. Aristotle University of  Thessaloniki.
Institute M. Triantafilidi.

Bierwisch, M. (1983). Semantische und konzeptuelle Reprdsentantion lexikalischer
Einheiten (= studia grammatica XXII). Ruzicka, R. and W. Motsch (eds.).
In: Untersuchungen zur Semantik. Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, p. 61-99.

Dowty. D. (1979). Word Meaning and Montague Grammar. The Semantics of Verbs
and Times in Generative Semantics and in Montague's PTQ. Dordrecht: Reidel.
Dowty. D. (1991). Thematic proto-roles and argument selection. Language 67, 547-

619.

Idrima Triantafilidi (eds.) (1999, 1998). Lexico tis kinis Neoelinikis. [Dictionary of
Modern Greek]. Aristotelio Panepistimio Thessalonikis. Instituto Neoelinikon
Spudon. Thessaloniki.

Iordanidou, A. (1999). Ta rimata tis Neas Ellinikis. [The Greek Verbs] Athens.
Patakis.

van de Laar, H. (2000). Description of the Greek individual verbal systems.
Amsterdam- Atlanta, GA 2000. Leiden Studies in Indo-European 11.

Stamatakos, 1. (1971) (1952). Lexikon tis neas elinikis glosas. [Dictionary of Modern
Greek]. Athens.

Vendler, Z. (1967). "Verbs and Times." Ders. Linguistics in Philosophy. Ithaca. New
York: Cornell Univ. Press, 97-121.

Zombolou, K. (2004). Verbal Alternations in Greek, PhD Thesis, University of

Reading, England.



